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By: Ty Weaver (18)

Wow! We are only at the halfway point of 
our safari with Limcroma and have had more 
success than we could have ever imagined, 
yet little did we know that things were about 
to even get better! 

It was time to formulate a game plan. 
We decided that it was dad’s turn to spend 
a little time in our Bacon Bits hotspot with 
his recurve bow. We drove down to the river 
and dad climbed into our tree stand next to 
the river. When he was settled in and gave us 
the thumbs up, Johan and I decided to scout 
another section of the river for bushbuck. 
Little did we know that as soon as we drove 
away, Dad was surrounded by Bacon. Dad 
had to watch and calm his nerves for almost 
an hour before a warthog presented him with 
the perfect shot opportunity. 

Critter position and shot placement is 
critical in all hunting situations, but it is 
super critical when hunting with a recurve 
bow! Finally, Mr. Bacon gives dad the 
slightly quartering away shot. Dad drew and 
released a Carbon Express arrow tipped with 
a Magnus 150-Grain Buzzcut broadhead. 
The arrow found Bacon’s pump station with 
full penetration and ol’ Bacon freaked out! 
A warthog can go from zero to Mach 2 in 
a second! Dad’s shot placement was perfect 
and the warthog only made it to a brush pile 
30 yards away before going down! Johan 
and I went to check on dad just before dark. 

We could tell by the huge grin on his face 
and by the way he was breakdancing in the 
tree stand that he had Bacon on the ground! 
We forgot the good camera back at camp, 
but took a few photos with our phones.

After taking care of the warthog, Johan 
said, “Brothers, we should load up our things 
in the morning and go hunt the mountains 
and the flooded plains near my house for a 
few days!” Dad and I looked at each other 
with that; no need to twist our arm or ask 
twice! In the morning, we were packed and 
ready in no time! Of course we had to stop 
by the lodge to load up on Chef Marcel’s 
yum-yum kudu pies for the 2.5-hour trip. 
Dad and Johan rode in the cab of the truck 
and Tracker Hamilton and I hunkered down 
in the back. 

As the miles clicked on, the landscape 
made an awesome transformation from 
Bushveld to flooded plains with mountains 
off in the distance. It always amazes me 
how the landscape can change so quickly 
in Africa! We were greeted by Johan’s 
parents when we arrived at Johan’s Nyala 
Lodge. It was wonderful to see MaMa and 
PaPa again! They are incredible hosts and 
MaMa’s cooking is second to none!

We unloaded our gear and took a few 
practice shots. On the way to the hunting area 
we made a quick stop at Johan’s trophy prep 
and pack company, www.TrophyProSA.

com. Johan takes great care and pride 
prepping customer’s trophies for shipment to 
the USA. He ships salt-dried hides and also 
completed taxidermy work. Dad and I spent 
an hour looking at the beautiful trophies in 
his shop. We were particularly amazed at 
the beauty of a life-size mounted bushbuck. 
Johan caught us staring at the bushbuck and 
said, “Ty, you stand a very good chance of 
shooting one like that today. I’m going to 
set you guys by a spring that gets visited 
regularly by bushbuck and klipspringer.”

Wow! What an awesome setup at the 
base of a mountain overlooking a spring 
and tall grass. The wind was less than 
perfect, swirling and gusting. We refreshed 
with our Dead Down Wind Field Spray. 
DDW products really work and are a huge 
contributor to our successful adventures. 
We watched impala, blesbok, nyala, kudu 
and zebra drink from the spring, but no 
sign of bushbuck or klipspringer. I always 
knew that seeing either within bow range 
was a very long shot, but hoped for the best. 
Unfortunately, this reality was holding true 
until dad flinched and grabbed the video 
camera and said, “Good bushbuck, shoot!” 
What?! Oh my, I couldn’t believe what I was 
seeing; a beautifully colored and marked 
bushbuck at the edge of the spring hard 
quartering on. He would not be there long! 
I hooked the Equalizer release on the string, 
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Al Weaver, Ty’s dad, with his warthog. Right: Fish for dinner!



23Volume 18 SUMMER 2014

came to full draw lightning fast, and sent a 
PileDriver into the ram’s chest! I watched 
the Goat Tuff orange and white fletching 
vanish! The ram bolted into the tall grass. 
I jumped out of my skin because I knew the 
shot was perfect! 

After the celebration in the blind, we 
radioed Johan and Hamilton. A great blood 
trail led us to the beautiful bushbuck! This 
was my first bushbuck with a bow and a 
trophy that I am very proud of! Not many 
hunters have ever encountered a bushbuck 
within bow range! We took pictures, loaded 
up the bushbuck, and headed to Johan’s 
lodge to skin this trophy for a life-size mount. 
Johan went to the kitchen to get several 
different spices to make fresh biltong out 
of the bushbuck meat. He cut the meat into 
long thin strips and rubbed each strip with 
salt, pepper and coriander spice, and hung 
the meat outside in the dry, cold air to cure. 
After three days, the biltong was ready! My 
favorite with a ginger ale! Johan and dad’s 
favorite with a South African Castle Beer! 

Johan asked if we were ready to hunt 
klipspringer in the high mountain peaks by 
his lodge. Are you kidding, of course we are 
ready! A klippy is one of the toughest critters 
to hunt. They are shy and always hang out 
on high cliffs and rock outcrops. They can 
disappear in one jump and the shots are 
usually very far. We were hunting with a 

custom rifle in .284 caliber that my Pappy 
Al built for me on a Remington action. This 
rifle has been through some tough times, 
but it remains tack-driving accurate at long 
range with Barnes TSX bullets! 

We spent many hours glassing the 
mountains and traveling from mountain 
range to mountain range. Just when we 
thought we were going to come up empty, 
a nice klippy jumped up onto a rock at 350+ 
yards. That’s a small target at that range, 
but I have a ton of confidence in Pappy Al’s 
work and the performance of the Barnes 
bullet. I settled the crosshairs, squeezed the 
trigger and the klippy jumped behind a large 
rock. Surely I didn’t miss? The shot felt 
great, I think? We had a long rough hike to 
where the klippy was standing. I was out of 
breath but managed to point to a rock and 
yell, “blood!” Immediately, Johan pointed 
behind the big rock and yelled, “klippy!” We 
were all doing backflips! This was a wild 
dream come true for me! We took a zillion 
pictures of the klippy before we skinned it 
for a life-size mount. MaMa and Johan’s 
wife, Yolondi, made us a klippy roast that 
was absolutely amazing! The pumpkin 
fritters were top shelf, too!

So, what could Johan have planned 
next? After eating way too much and while 
enjoying a eucalyptus tree campfire, Johan 
gives that smirk and “have I got a plan” 

look. Dad and I are looking at him and we 
are sitting on pins and needles saying to 
ourselves, “Spit out the plan already!” Johan 
suggests that we go to the marsh and flooded 
plains in the morning to bird hunt a bit. Bird 
hunting means waterfowl and dove hunting. 
I have been reading all about South Africa’s 
waterfowl of which some species are truly 
exotic and are only found in Africa.

I wanted an Egyptian goose and a yellow-
billed duck badly for my bedroom wall! We 
arrived at the property, but wait a second; I 
didn’t see a flooded marsh, just thick timber 
with giraffes everywhere. Now, don’t get 
me wrong, it was beautiful, but not a speck 
of water, until we went through a section 
of thick brush and the as far as you could 
see, and I do mean as far as you could see, 
marsh, grass, reeds, and water! Oh yeah, 
and waterbuck, blesbok, wildebeest, eland 
and kudu! I should have taken a picture! It 
looked like the great migration across the 
Serengeti! One more “oh yeah,” the birds 
were everywhere, I’m talking thousands! 

We parked the truck and I made a plan 
to stalk to a waterhole. Johan opened up a 
gun case and pulled out an old, but pristine 
Remington Model 1100. It was a beautiful 
classic! I shoved the magazine full and 
started a stalk. I didn’t go far before birds 
flew overhead. I squatted down in the reeds 
and grass as a flock of yellow bills came 

Ty and his bushbuck.



Editor’s Note: All of the animals except for the trophy head and meat consumed by the safari at the time are provided to local villagers. This is true 
harvesting of game providing the villagers with needed protein and hides  Learn about conservation, safety, game recipes, and more at NSSF.org/hunting/
huntrfactcard.csm.
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screaming by. I stood up and took three! 
As I was shoving more ammo in the 
shotgun, a pair of Egyptian geese flew 
over; I managed to take one of them. 
Before I could even get three more 
shells in the shotgun, a huge goose-
looking bird the size of a B-52 bomber 
came squawking in. Johan yelled, 
“Spurwing, shoot!” I did and it almost 
fell on top of me! I just shot three 
species of waterfowl in 10 minutes! 

The yellow-billed ducks are beautiful, 
the beauty of the Egyptian goose speaks 
for itself, and the spurwing is downright 
ugly, but has exotic coolness! I just 
can’t believe I am waterfowl hunting 
in Africa! We put the ducks and geese 
in a cooler and set up on the edge 
of a waterhole to shoot a few doves. 
Actually, I was shooting and Johan and 
dad were enjoying a “Baby Juice” (beer) 
in the shade. I shot three boxes of shells 
in no time. Some of the doves landed 
in the water. Johan and dad yelled, “Ty, 
look at that dove in the water!” At first, 
I thought a croc was after it until I saw 
the fish tail raise above the water! It was 
a huge catfish eating my dove! We all 
had the same idea at the same time, “We 
are fishing tomorrow!”

The next morning we headed back 
to the marsh to try our luck at fishing. 
Johan’s son, Jahnu, joined us! We shot a 
few doves to use the innards and scraps 
for bait. We all hooked up on our first 
cast! These catfish can fight! The largest 
ones continued to snap our lines, but 
we caught a mess of nice ones. They 
are some prehistoric-looking things for 
sure. Johan told us that all the water 
dries up in the summer and the catfish 
bury themselves in the mud until the 
rainy season! Unbelievable, but true!

Unfortunately, the last morning 
arrived and while we were dunking 
MaMa’s homemade rusk in our coffee, 
we reminisced about many aspects of 
our safari. We call ourselves the “band 
of brothers” (Johan, Jahnu, dad, me). 
We decided to leave our mark on the 
hunting grounds. We grabbed our bows 
and walked to an old dead eucalyptus 
tree. Jahnu took the first shot and we 
all followed to place our arrow as close 
as possible to his. These arrows will 
remain there and we will visit that spot 
every trip and reminisce!

Get your GRUBS on,
Ty Weaver

“Every kid is waiting to 
be invited outdoors. Ask 
them!”   

Above left: Ty got his yellow-billed ducks. Above right. Making biltong. 
Below: The “Band of Brothers.”
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By: James de Lambert (14)

On April 11th, I attended the Battle in the 
Bluegrass at the Blue Grass Sportsmen’s 
League (BGSL) in Wilmore, Kentucky. I also 
attended last year, and we had so much fun 
that we had to go back. We hope to go back for 
many years to come. 

BGSL is Kentucky’s largest sporting league 
and has a membership of roughly 2,500. The 
facility itself is worth the trip. BGSL has 1,400 
acres of fun stuff to do. The grounds have 
the following ranges: airgun range, archery 
range, casting pond, dog training fields, fishing 
lake, general purpose range, hiking trails, 
muzzleloader range, paintball fields, pistol 
range, practical shooting pits, rifle range, skeet 
and sporting clays, and trap range. BGSL has 
a number of sporting leagues such as 3-Gun, 
USPSA, Steel Showdown, GSSF, Sporting 

Battle in the 
Bluegrass

Clays, Trap, Archery, IDPA, Cowboy Action, 
Skeet and Trap. How awesome is that?

Probably the best thing about the Battle in the 
Bluegrass experience, though, is the people. I have 
never been to a friendlier shooting competition. 
The weather, compared to my home state of 
Wisconsin, is usually worth the trip as well. 
When we competed on Friday, there were a few 
sprinkles, but the weather was much warmer than 
Wisconsin. The weather was sunny and in the 80s 
on Saturday. Battle in the Bluegrass is simply a 
level 1 USPSA tournament, but it is the largest 
level 1 tournament in the United States! The 
only divisions for this tournament are Production 
and Single Stack. There were over 200 shooters 
this year. There are so many competitors that 
they have two days of competition to handle all 
the competitors. Friday has many of the range 
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officers shooting so they are free to run the stages on Saturday for 
the competitors. 

The match feels like a Sectional match due to the number of 
competitors and the number of stages (10). However, to me it feels 
more comfortable. For instance, on the five-minute walk through 
competitors often shared ideas or game plans. In larger matches, 
you don’t see that as often as people often keep their game plans to 
themselves. I would highly recommend this for your “first big, little 
match.” 

Our squad had 12 competitors, and the level of expertise ranged 
from a first-time USPSA match shooter, to a grandmaster. We had 
a fair amount of range officers in our group, so many of us shared 
in the running of the shooters and scoring, and we all pitched in 
with the pasting and painting of steel. We also had lots of laughs 
and got to know each other better. Our family drove down from 
Wisconsin. Other competitors we saw at the competition came from 
Ohio, Tennessee, Illinois, Virginia, Iowa, Indiana, and Kentucky. 
And those are just the people that I was aware of. 

Six of the 10 bays were rather shallow bays so there was a lot 
of action in fairly close shooting range. There was a fair amount 

of pepper poppers, a few plate racks, and a Texas Star mixed in with the 
IPSC targets. The other 4 bays brought longer shots as there was more room 
to work with. Both years I have been very impressed with the courses of 
fire. It is a fun, challenging event. I placed second Junior, and Ben Stoeger 
from my club back in Wisconsin (Holmen Rod and Gun Club) took first 
overall. Saturday after the competition, there is an awards ceremony, dinner, 
and prizes in the spacious clubhouse. This year, the prize table had nearly 
$25,000 worth of prizes, which is amazing! Nearly everyone walks away 
with something.

Our family stayed in Nicholasville, so it was only about 15 to 20 minutes to 
get to BGSL. The countryside is really pretty. It is very green, lots of rolling 
hills and horse country. I would highly recommend Battle in the Bluegrass 
for your schedule next year.

 I would highly recommend Battle in 
the Bluegrass for your schedule next 
year!

BGSL is Kentucky’s 
largest sporting league 
and has a membership of 
roughly 2,500! 
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My mom and dad called me into their 
room in early October to tell me that 
Grandpa Taylor called and wanted to know 
if I would like to go hunting with him up in 
Goldendale, Washington. He said he would 
pay for my license and out-of-state tag. I had 
a friend’s birthday party that same weekend. 
The choice was easy; I was going hunting!      

Unfortunately, my dad was unable to go, 
so my sweet, awesome, wonderful mom 
loaded my two sisters and me in the car and 
we headed for Goldendale, WA.  After we 
got to the campsite, we played in the forest 
behind the trailers. All the cousins thought it 
would be fun to make a teepee out of fallen 
branches; we all helped since a teepee is a 
lot of work. Then, when we finished building 
the teepee, we covered it in branches from 
fallen trees, so it was somewhat dry and 
warm inside. We were told to get cleaned up 
so we could go into town for dinner at a pizza 
joint. After we got back to camp, we played 
some more, had dessert and went to bed; we 
had to wake up early for opening day of deer 
season.

My Grandpa Frank woke me up around 

6:30 a.m. so we could get ready to go hunting. 
We got dressed, packed food, grabbed his 
Remington 280 with a 3x9 power scope, and 
loaded up in the truck. As we were driving to 
the area my grandpa likes to hunt, we saw two 
spikes; unfortunately in this unit they have to 
be a 3-point or bigger. Once we got to the 
place we were going to park, we grabbed our 
packs and rifle and started our hike. 

I thought hiking would be easier because 
the terrain is flat with smaller hills and thick 
standing trees with lots of deadfall, very 
different from what I’ve hunted in Idaho. 
Boy, was I wrong; hiking up the hills and 
climbing on and over the deadfall carrying a 
15-pound pack and my grandpa’s rifle kicked 
my butt. We made about a 1-to-1½-mile loop 
to scout the area and ended back at the truck. 
We unloaded the rifle and took off our packs 
and talked about where to go next as we ate 
licorice out of grandpa’s 10-pound bucket of 
Red Vines. 

After we filled up on Red Vines, Grandpa 
took me to Porcupine Point before we headed 
back to camp. Grandpa told me that 20+ years 
ago my dad claims he heard a porcupine 
humming to him while my grandpa went to 
get a deer he shot, nobody knows what the 
porcupine was humming, but all our hunting 
friends and family know Porcupine Point. 
The rest of the day, Grandpa drove me around 
and showed me the different areas we’d be 
hunting so that I would be familiar with 
where we would be hunting.

The next day, we got up at 5:40 a.m. and it 
was dark, cold, and wet from rain the night 

before. We did not eat breakfast 
because we had packed food and 
snacks for our morning hunt the night 
before. Grandpa and I loaded our 
packs and the rifle in the truck while 
it was warming up. Once everyone 
in the hunting camp was ready, we 
loaded up in the three trucks to drive 
to our hunting area. It started to get 
light out while driving and we saw an 
area that looked like a good spot. We 
parked the truck, loaded the gun and 
made sure it was on safety. I carried 
the rifle as my grandpa led the way 
through thick deadfall and standing 
trees. We walked a 1-to-1½-mile loop 
scouting the area and then we sat for a 
while to watch for deer. It was getting 
to be late morning and we didn’t see 
anything, so we walked back to the 
truck where we got warm and had a 
snack. 

We drove to a different spot, took a 
turn around a big pine tree and there it 
was; a nice big 3-point buck standing 
in the middle of an old Cat road. My 
grandpa threw the truck in park and 

said, “Grab the gun.” I grabbed the 
gun, walked around the truck, and 
my grandpa said, “Load the gun;” 
but I had no bullets (cartridges). 
I had left them inside the cup 
holder. He took the rifle and told 
me to grab the bullets, so I grabbed 
some and loaded the gun. By the 
time I got it loaded, it was too far 
away and I could not find the deer 
in the scope, so I gave the rifle to 
my grandpa who tried to find it 
in the scope. When he was lining 
up, “BOOM” someone else shot 
at it. We went to help him find it, 
but could not see any blood where 
it was standing. We circled back 
towards the truck to see if there 
was any sign of the buck, but he 
had disappeared. We jumped in the 
truck and headed back to camp.

On my last day we got up for a 
morning hunt and headed down a 
road that was new to me. While 
driving, we saw another spike 
on the side of the road. Grandpa 
continued driving and we saw 
a second spike far away by two 
trees. We finally stopped at a great 
spot; it was thick with deadfall and 
standing trees. We walked a loop 
that was about 2-2½ miles (half 
of it was an old Cat road). When 
we were walking, we spooked a 
doe and saw a fresh deer bed with 
a buck track in it, but there was 
nothing we could shoot. After a 
five-hour hunt, we decided to go 
back to camp. 

As we entered camp, we were 
welcomed by the smell of my 
grandma’s wonderful cooking. We 
filled our bellies and packed our 
bags to go home because we had 
school the next day. I had so much 
fun spending the three days with 
my grandpa hunting. Even though 
I didn’t get a deer, it was a great 
opportunity and I had a great time. 
My dad always talked about going 
hunting with his dad as a child, 
a tradition that my grandpa and 
dad will continue with me and my 
younger sisters.  

By: Abigail Taylor (11)

It isn’t all about “The Game”!
            My First Deer Hunt        

With Grandpa
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By: Ben Moody (15)

        The
   Great   
Escape

                        Airguns
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        The
   Great   
Escape

                        Airguns

For many, the 
availability of .22 

rimfire caliber 
has caused 

an increased 
interest in 

airguns.  Airguns 
have been an 

alternative for 
some time, but 
only in recent 

years have they 
become more 

powerful and 
accurate. 
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Clamping these pieces together, I made a 
4-1/2-inch block hoping that it would be 
enough. After almost shooting the clamp, 
I measured the penetration of the pellet at 
1-3/4 inches, showing how powerful the 
Escape really is.

Sighting in the rifle was incredibly 
simple, taking less than ten minutes, and 
I was able to hold groups of 1-inch at 25 
yards. Another feature is the variable-
power adjustment above the forestock 
offering an almost unlimited option for 
velocity. The Escape also has an adjustable 
stock and is designed for left- and right-
handed shooters making it very versatile.  

In conclusion, the Escape is a great 
platform for those looking for an alternative 
to rimfire. It is ideal for small game or just 
a quieter gun. As far as looks, you cannot 
find a cooler-looking air rifle. There are a 
variety of different accessories available 
such as shoulder sling, iron sights, and 
bipods, thus making the Escape a more 
customizable airgun. 

I would like to thank AirForce  Airguns 
and Junior Shooters magazine for the 
opportunity to review the Escape Air Rifle. 
This product is made from high-quality 
materials in the United States. I would 
highly recommend this rifle for beginner 
to expert shooters. It is a great rifle, and I 
enjoyed shooting it.  

Check out Pyramyd Air to purchase one:  
www.pyramydair.com.   

I had the opportunity to take the Escape 
out to our farm and use it to help control 
the population of rockchucks, which are 
destroying alfalfa fields. This caliber 
turned out to have awesome knockdown 
power and devastating effects on the 
rockchucks. I also had a chance to shoot 
at some pigeons that needed to be evicted 
from our storage cellar. My only missing 
once at a pigeon proved the rifle’s accuracy 
and the smoothness of the adjustable two-
stage trigger.

I used a chronograph to measure the 
speed of the pellet leaving the rifle. The 
ammo I used was able to achieve 1106 
fps at full power; yet, when the rifle air 
pressure dropped below 1,000 pounds, 
it loses 10 to 15 fps per shot.   AirForce 
Airguns claims, with the right ammo, 
1300 fps is possible. I fired into a piece of 
half-inch wood to show how far the pellet 
would penetrate. The only problem was 
it went all the way through! Rummaging 
around the shop, I found an inch-and-a-
half thick 2x4 expecting its thickness to 
hold the pellet. Wrong again! Not only did 
the pellet fly through the board but through 
one side of the empty 55-gallon burn 
barrel that I was using as a backstop. The 
pellet finally lost velocity after penetrating 
the barrel and landed on top of a pile of 
ashes inside. By this time, other than being 
amazed, I was running out of wood, so I 
cut my remaining 2x4 into three pieces. 

AirForce Airguns have created a 
platform that minimizes weight, reloading 
time, and prolongs the life of the airgun 
in their model, the Escape. The Escape 
comes packaged with a manual pump, an 
oxygen tank adaptor, a 4-16x50 scope, 
and a 3,000-pound air tank. The air tank 
takes about 30 minutes to fill with periodic 
breaks. I would definitely suggest getting 
an oxygen tank for easy filling.  Assembly 
is fairly simple: The rifle only has two 
major parts, taking 15 minutes to put 
together. The instructions are on a DVD, 
not in a book. This being a new model, the 
DVD was extremely detailed but not up to 
date for the air tank. As far as safety, the 
single-shot action and self-resetting safety 
are reliable, but it is your responsibility to 
make sure the gun is empty. 

The Escape weighs in at roughly five 
pounds with the scope; it has a 24-inch 
barrel and comes in two calibers -- the .22 
or the .25. Finding the .25 caliber pellet 
was somewhat of a challenge since none 
of our local stores stocked it. I was able to 
find them on the Internet for $11 for 200 
pellets, or approximately 5.5 cents a pellet; 
almost the cost of .22 rimfire bullets. 
There are many different types of pellets, 
including round nose, flat head, wadcutter, 
and even hollow points. I chose Benjamin’s 
Premier Destroyer .25 caliber, 28-grain, 
pointed hunting pellets for the brand name, 
but Beeman also manufactures the same 
caliber.   





MS1 SLING - MSRP $34.95

PARACLIP 
MSRP $9.95

QD SWIVEL 
MSRP $14.95

MS1 MS4 ADAPTER
MSRP $24.95

MS1 MS3 ADAPTER  
 MSRP $15.95

MS1 MS3-QD ADAPTER 
MSRP $20.95

THE MS1  
SLING SYSTEM  
COMPONENTS

ONE SLING FOR ALL MISSIONS
DEDICATED ADJUSTABLE TWO-POINT BASE SLING, THE MS1 
Built on the new MS1 slider for rapid, secure adjustments 
with no loops, tails, or snags. High durability 1-1/4”  
webbing and reinforced polymer hardware construction. 
Generous overall length with complete adjustability to fit  
all gear configurations.

VERSATILITY AND ADJUSTABILITY
Fit buckles allow changing out attachment hardware  
for different applications. Optional Magpul adapters and 
connectors allow one-point convertibility. Compatible  
with all 1-1/4” sling hardware and attachments.

100% made in the U.S.A. and Berry Amendment compliant.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.MAGPUL.COM

Multi-Mission Sling System

Shooter ready.

colt.com      800.962.colt              facebook.com/coltfirearmS              @coltfirearmS

 

colt iS a proud SponSor  
of Junior ShooterS everywhere.
for a century and a half, colt has had an unwavering commitment to quality and dependability 
that can still be seen in every firearm we produce. the colt Gold cup® gives competitive 
shooters a gun they can take directly from the dealer’s showcase to the firing line.SHOOTING SYSTEMS

SEE WHAT YOU’VE BEEN MISSINGTM

WWW.HIVIZSIGHTS.COM
800.589.4315

HIVIZ® PATENTED SIGHT 
TECHNOLOGY FOR 
YOUR HANDGUN 
AND SHOTGUN.

“...AND 
THEN IT 

WAS LIKE 
SOMEONE 
SUDDENLY 
TURNED 
ON THE 

ACCURACY 
SWITCH.”
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*Great Indoor/
outdoor actIvIty

*new clubs FormInG

CowBoy Fast Draw

Visit our website at:

{ {

}
EvEr WondEr HoW Fast You Would HavE sHot 

In an old WEst GunFIGHt? 

JoIn today!!!

}

*Great sport For the 
whole FamIly!

noW You 
Can 

FInd out!

cowboy Fast draw assocIatIon

P.O. Box 5 • Fernley, NV 89408 • 775-575-1802

www.cowboyfastdraw.com

Dedicated to the Cowboy Way

Real HolsteRs, Real Guns, witH wax Bullets
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Ka-POW!!
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By: Bernie Till

Following a two-year absence, South Carolina youth shooters have 
returned to SCTP in 2014 in grand style at the SC Sporting Clays State 
Championship held jointly with SC 4-H on May 24th at Rocky Knoll 
Sporting Clays in Greenwood SC. The event was a huge success and there 
is tremendous growth anticipated for SCTP in the coming year.

Wardlaw Academy took first place in both the JV and Intermediate 
Advanced Divisions and the Mid Carolina Young Guns took first in 
Rookie, Intermediate 1st and Senior Varsity. The all-ladies team from 
Wyman King took second in the Senior Varsity Division. 

The folks at Rocky Knoll do an awesome job and go out of their way to 
support youth shooters. Support by the National Wild Turkey Federation 
ensured that the event was a success by picking up the tab for the fees, 
providing door prizes and donating items to teams to raise money. The 
lure of SSSF Endowment Funds also made the event a “must shoot” youth 
event. All of these supporters have great appreciation for SCTP and the 
shooting sports opportunities it creates for kids.

Efforts to bring SCTP back to South Carolina began late last summer 
between reappointed SC State Advisor Bernie Till and SCTP National 
Director Tom Wondrash. These conversations gained a lot of momentum 
with a strong presence at the Palmetto Sportsman’s Classic (a local sport 
show) in Columbia, SC in March. Volunteers from the Mid Carolina 
Young Guns team manned the booth and introduced many new shooters to 
SCTP and youth shooting opportunities in SC. This has resulted in several 
new teams and increased growth in existing programs. Several teams have 
requested presentations and meetings with coaches and families to better 
understand the many benefits of SCTP and shooters from SC will return 
to Sparta, IL this year for the SCTP National Team Championships being 
held at the World Recreation and Shooting Complex (WSRC). 

For the first time in SC, there will be many more SCTP shooting 
opportunities available to the large number of youth shooters in the state. 
Skeet, trap and sporting clays events are planned year round with several 
remaining this season. Discussions with neighboring states regarding 
regional matches have also occurred with plans being made to hold the 
first next year. 

The SCTP Skeet and Trap State Championship Tournament also will be 
held in conjunction with 4-H on June 14th at Mid Carolina Gun Club in 
Orangeburg.

For more information on SCTP opportunities in South Carolina, contact 
Bernie Till at wbtfire@gmail.com.

SCTP Returns to South Carolina
With a



CRACK!

APPLAUSE!!!
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JOIN THE FUN  

“ Preparing today’s  
 youth to become the    
 leaders of tomorrow”

OF CLAY TARGET SHOOTING WITH THE PREMIER YOUTH 

SHOTGUN PROGRAM IN THE NATION

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Tom Wondrash, SCTP National Program Director  
262.939.6664   |  twondrash@aol.com 

Or SSSF National Office 
shoot sctp.org   |  586.739.SCTP
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JOIN THE FUN  

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Combined SCTP/SPP High School Regional Shoot  |  April 5–7, 2013  |  WSRC Sparta, IL 

SCTP/SPP National Championships (American)  |  July 15–20, 2013  |  WSRC Sparta, IL 

SCTP International Championships  |  July 22–Aug 3, 2013  |  Olympic Training Center  |  Colorado Springs, CO

Tom Wondrash

SCTP National 
Program Director
262.939.6664 
twondrash@aol.com

Scott Moore

SPP National  
Program Director

602.930.7778  
jsmoore357@yahoo.com 

“ Preparing today’s  
 youth to become the    
 leaders of tomorrow”

OF CLAY TARGET SHOOTING WITH THE PREMIER YOUTH 

SHOTGUN PROGRAM IN THE NATION

THE SCHOLASTIC SHOOTING SPORTS FOUNDATION OPERATES 

BOTH THE SCHOLASTIC CLAY TARGET PROGRAM AND THE 

SCHOLASTIC PISTOL PROGRAM

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Tom Wondrash, SCTP National Program Director  
262.939.6664   |  twondrash@aol.com 

Or SSSF National Office 
shoot sctp.org   |  586.739.SCTP

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

SSSFxxx Junior Shooters Mag Ads 03.indd   1-2 3/8/13   4:49 PM



By: Dennis Fogle

The Arizona Scholastic 
Clay Target Program (SCTP) 
is administered and funded 
by the Arizona Game & Fish 
Department. The Arizona Game 
& Fish Department’s mission is 
“to conserve Arizona’s diverse 
wildlife resources and manage 
for safe, compatible outdoor 
recreation opportunities for 
current and future generations.” 
The Scholastic Clay Target 
Program is the exact kind 
of program needed to help 
accomplish the department’s 
mission.

The Arizona Scholastic Clay 
Target Program is a team-based 
youth development program 
that uses the shotgun shooting 
sports of trap, skeet, and sporting 
clays to instill life skills such 
as discipline, safety, teamwork, 
ethics, self-confidence and other 

life values. It also provides 
many of the foundations needed 
to hunt safely, along with the 
marksmanship skills required to 
ethically and humanely harvest 
game if a participant ever does 
want to take up hunting. This 
feeds right into our mission 
of managing safe compatible 
outdoor recreation for current 
and future generations. 

In addition, the Scholastic Clay 
Target Program is beneficial 
to all 50 state wildlife agencies 
because of an excise tax placed on 
hunting and shooting equipment 

through the Pittman-Robertson 
Act. The excise tax is apportioned 
to all 50 states based on a 
formula and is used for wildlife 
conservation, hunter education 
and shooting ranges. This excise 
tax is one of the cornerstones of 
the North American Model of 
Wildlife Management because 
it is one of the largest, and for 
many state wildlife agencies, 
a primary funding source for 
wildlife conservation. Even your 
everyday SCTP athlete who only 
shoots a few boxes of ammo a 
month is contributing to wildlife 
conservation!
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THE                     SCHOLASTIC
Clay Target Program (SCTP) 



The student athletes in the Scholastic Clay Target Program 
benefit as well. The program is much more than just target 
shooting since it teaches life skills such as discipline, safety, 
teamwork, ethics, self-confidence and other life values. Many 
families report on how impactful SCTP has been for them. For 
example, one family thanked the program for all the confidence 
and motivation it provided for their son. Before joining SCTP 
this young adult was a good kid going through the motions. After 
joining SCTP, this student became very motivated and set some 
goals which included receiving a college scholarship through 
shooting. Another goal for this athlete is to shoot for Team USA 
in the Olympics. While these are difficult goals, the drive and 
motivation that SCTP provides are making him a successful 
person with or without a college scholarship or an Olympic 
Medal. The Scholastic Clay Target Program is a “game changer” 
both on a personal level and for wildlife conservation!

Instill life skills 
such as discipline, 
safety, teamwork, 

ethics, self-
confidence and 

other life values!
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Tom Wondrash
SCTP National Program Director

Email: twpndrash@sssfonline.com

www.sssfonline.com
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